Aphasia: associated disturbances in affect, behavior, and cognition in the setting of speech and language difficulties.
Patients with disturbances in affect, behavior, and cognition present a variety of challenges to healthcare providers; their evaluation and treatment becomes especially problematic in the setting of speech and language difficulties. The authors present the case of a man who sustained a left-side cerebrovascular accident with aphasia and discuss the approach to his diagnosis and treatment. Moreover, since a variety of speech and language problems can arise after stroke and since patients and their treaters can become frustrated by impaired communication and diagnostic uncertainties, authors review the clinical manifestations, timing, and treatment of such conditions so that treatment can be improved.